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 Acadian Heritage & Culture Foundation, Inc. 
TO:

 All Cajuns, Acadians and/or Interested Persons 
RE:  Petition by Acadians to Obtain an Apology from Queen Elizabeth and England 
NEWS RELEASE
 URGENT!
Our 12-year effort to obtain an apology for the Acadians has reached a critical stage. In October, the Canadian House of Commons will vote on Resolution M-241 by the Member of Parliament Stephane Bergeron which calls for Canada to support the Petition. As a result, the SNA (Société Nationale de l’Acadie) has appointed a committee that will seek public opinion from throughout the world concerning the pending Resolution (and Petition) and make a report whether or not to support it. The report will be submitted on September 30, 2001. Therefore, timing is critical and we ask that all Acadians, Cajuns or interested persons please show their support for the Petition and either call, write, fax or e-mail their opinions to the Chairman of the Committee at the following address:
Maurice Basque

Directeur du Centre des Études Acadiennes

Université de Moncton

Moncton, N.-B. E1A 3E9

(506)858-4085

Facsimile (506)858-4530

E-mail: basquem@umoncton.ca
In order to assist you, we enclose the following information that may be utilized to prepare your communication of support: 

I. 
 The Petition by the Acadians (originally written in 1763 by the Acadians deported to Philadelphia)
A. 
 Petition (began in January, 1990 by Warren Perrin) seeks: 
1. 
 An admission that a wrong occurred and an apology 
2. 
 A reconciliation with the British government and Crown 
3. 
 A declaration that the exile has ended and annulment of the order of exile 
B. 
 The Petition is an effort to clear the name of the Acadian people and remove the stigma which has been attached to it, labeling them international war criminals in an attempt to justify the deportation 
C. 
 The Petition seeks no punitive compensation, or money damages; it is a symbolic act
  Myths regarding the Acadians (which need to be dispelled): 

1. 
 Acadians were deported because they refused to take an oath of allegiance 
I. 
 Accords of 1730 - Britain accepted a conditional oath of allegiance, excepting Acadians from having to bear arms against the French 
II. 
 The motivation for the exile was confiscation of Acadian lands 
2. 
 The deportation was merely a “grand derangement” (disruption) 
I. 
 Actual ethnic cleansing; to rid the area of the French inhabitants 
II. 
 Like the Jewish people of World War II, one-third of Acadians died 
3. 
 The Acadians were deported because of military necessity: Professor Roger Paradis makes these points: France had no more forts in Acadia and: 
I. 
 In 1755, Great Britain and France were at peace 
II. 
 The Acadians had been disarmed and given up their boats (and had done so voluntarily) 
4. 
 The exile was an isolated act 
I. 
 The deportations began in 1755 and continued through 1762 
II. 
 It was systematic ethnic cleansing: deliberate governmental act to rid a geographic region of an ethnic group of people 
5. 
 The Order of Exile was ended by the British after the war (1763) 
I. 
 The Order was kept in effect by the armistice and later by the North American Treaty Act (maintained all rights derived from old treaties) 
II. 
 Actually, the exile was only de facto ended by allowing some Acadians to return, but required them to live in “small groups” 
6. 
 The Acadians had no legal rights because they were not “British subjects” 
I. 
 Treaty of Utrecht - (1713) made the Acadians “British subjects” 
II. 
 The conditions of their citizenship was established by Queen Ann’s Edict of 1713 
Please forward a copy of your letter of support to all of your friends and ask that they also support the Petition. Achieving our goals will help to restore forever the good names of our Acadian ancestors.

Thanks for your help and encouragement. With best wishes, we remain,

Very truly yours,

ACADIAN HERITAGE & CULTURE FOUNDATION, INC.
WARREN A. PERRIN

Chairman

